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Currently staying with his grand-
parents in France — he has dual
nationality as his mother is French
— the 24-year-old also has the
option to return to the States for
trials with Los Angeles Galaxy of
the MSL.

Always open-minded to new and
innovative ideas, Casper is more
than happy for Petruzzi to use his
networking skills to bring in possi-
ble recruits.

“Jimmy has a lot of excellent con-
nections and has a first class repu-
tation both in America and
Australia,” he said.

“We need as many good contacts
as possible, the more you have, the
better the chance of bringing in a
useful asset, sooner or later it has
to pay dividends.”

Petruzzi hails from the multicul-
tural Fairfield area of Sydney and
that just happens to be a neigh-
bourhood that provides no fewer
than seven of the successful World
Cup qualifying Australian soccer
squad, Liverpool star Harry
Kewell as well as national coach
Guus Hiddink’s assistant Graham
Arnold, who he is already in con-
tact with. e

“t could do Australian clubs a lot

® Audren Cashman. . . USA prospect of good if they were known to have

links to an English team,” said
Petruzzi. i

“If a young player has a choice
between two clubs over there and
one of them has connections to a
Football League team it’s sure to
be more of an attraction.

“QObviously, they would want a
sell-on fee if the player made the
grade over here but that needn’t be
a problem.”

And Petruzzi hasn’t ruled out the

ossibility of Australian players on
the lookout for first team football
ahead of the World Cup, coming to
Gigg Lane on loan.

“The idea is still in its infancy but
it’s worth exploring,” he said.

“Any player would have to be of
the right calibre and what Chris is
looking for, but there must be
about 10 to 15 players in the squad
who out of first team contention
that might be able to do a job for
us. - .

“Wages might be a sticking point
but, who knows, it might be possi-
ble to sort something out.

“Qkay, we are only a League Two
side but players looking for match
fitness might be prepared to make
amove.

“T¢’s an important few months for
Aussie players ahead of the World
Cup and they need to be playing
competitive first team football.”

Four in eight for the Shakers
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“The Christmas schedule has
been arranged and rest and recu-
peration are as important a factor as
anything.

“Jimmy (Petruzzi, conditioning
coach) and Joe (Hinnegan, physio-
therapist) are going to be playing a
big role in the next week or two mak-
ing sure everyone is recovered.

“It’s up to the players to be honest
with us and let us know how they are
feeling and what they think they
need.”

Having said that the Bury boss
reckons the four game fixture
sequence is a little over-the-top even
for a holiday period.

“T think it’s a tough ask and I don’t :

really see the need for it,” he added.
“T appreciaté people want to watch

football over Christmas but I think
it’s asking a little too much of the
players.

“But, you have to get on with it. It’s
the same for everyone else and it’s
all part of the game.”

The players will be training as nor-
mal on Christmas Day as Casper
and his team keep the squad
focused and in top condition for the
Grimsby clash.

“Talk is chea% but we have proved
we can beat the best team in the
league,” he said.

“Now we have to move forward,
not rest on our laurels and put in
more performances like the second
half on Saturday.”

One player who is confident good
times are just around the corner is
influential midfielder Brian Barry-
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The Irishman, whose 87th minute
corner was headed home by Paul
Scott for the equaliser on Saturday,
believes the Gigg Lane men are well
capable of forcing themselves into
the promotion shake-up.

“Some players don't like to specu-
late on what their teams might do
but I honestly believe we have noth-
ing to fear in this league,” he said.

«T don’t rule out us finishing in the
play-offs and I've thought that ever
since we beat Mansfield away last
month.

“New lads who have come in, like
Jake Speight and Danny Reet, are
confidence players who give us
something different.

“They give us an edge that we
haver’t had for a while, hopefully

‘we'll sneak up the table quietly.”




