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BY NEAL SNOWDON

IT’S a game of two halves. . . and the goal
is to help young people set their sights on
a successful future.

A host of celebrities will join young-
sters for a series of football tournaments
at the SkillCity exhibition, in the G-Mex
Centre.

The famous faces will be seen in action
on a small-scale football pitch.

Hundreds of displays will compete for
visitors’ attention at the event which
runs from February 29 to March 2.

SkillCity will be the largest and most in-
teractive learning and skills exhibition
held in Manchester.

It is free and aims to give thousands of
young people the chance to try their hand
at all manner of tasks to gain a feel for
what skills are needed in various careers,

Admired

Organisers intend to make the event the
most enjoyable careers fair ever.

As well as visiting the hi-tech interac-
tive stands manned by dozens of employ-
ers, young people will be able to watch the
likes of former Manchester City;, Man-
chester United and England ace Peter
Barnes, Radio One DJ Marc “Lard” Riley
and a host of other local personalities
playing in a four-a-side tournament.

There will also be a football tournament
involving teams of youngsters from 14
different nations who are currently living
in Manchester.

Jim Petruzzi, a former team-mate of
Liverpool ace Harry Kewell, will bring
his Soccer Academy to the exhibition.
Coaches from Burv FC and Manechactar

A soccer
show and
job tips ..

players and staff from Sale mﬁmem\u im’s
career was cut short by injury, but he has
become one of the most admired trainers
and coaches, working with Premiership
players, Olympic athletes and writing a
highly-respected football fithess manual. \

He and the other sporting figures wi
tell young people about the wealth of jobs
on offer in sport.

Jim Campbell, who arranged the sport
events for SkillCity, said: “Many people
think of careers in sport only in terms of
being professional players. But there are
many other jobs, such as groundsman or
fitness expert, that offer the chances to be
involved full time.”

A variety of attractions are being
arranged for SkillCity, ranging from a
replica jet and RAF laser-firing range to
displays based on TV’s The Salon and
Ready Steady Cook.

All tickets for March 1 and 2 have gone.
But February 29 tickets are available by
-emailing info@skillcitygm.com or by vis-
itine the wahaita wormr alei1lmitrar migan
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DATE...

Marc ‘Lard’
Riley will
be playing
in the
four-a-side
games

THI$S WEEKEND...
& THI$ WEEKEND ONLY

JANGARY
STO€K CLEARANCE

EXTENDED OPENING HOURS

Sat. 315k, -.-—. 9 aoitte ~ 7 Pelitte
Sumn. 1st. Feb. 11 a.m. = B Doitie





